Leader’s Guide: Gospel of John Bible Study

Introduction: The Gospel of John — A Gospel of Deep
Encounter

The Gospel of John stands apart from the other three Gospels. While Matthew, Mark, and Luke
tell the story of Jesus with historical urgency and often similar structure (we call them the
“Synoptic Gospels”), John pauses. He reflects. He dares to go deeper.

John opens not with a baby in a manger, but with the mystery of eternity:
“In the beginning was the Word...”

This Gospel speaks not just to our minds, but to our souls. It uses poetry, symbolism, and
intimate encounters to reveal who Jesus is—not simply a prophet or teacher, but God
enfleshed, the source of life, light, and love. And in doing so, it invites each reader—each
believer—to move beyond religion into relationship.

Where the other Gospels show Jesus healing crowds and preaching in parables, John shows
Jesus one-on-one. With Nicodemus under the stars. With the Samaritan woman in the heat of
the day. With Mary outside an empty tomb. This Gospel invites us to ask:

“How would | respond if | met Jesus face-to-face?”

And that’s what makes it such a powerful choice for Bible study.

About the Gospel of John: Authorship, Context, and Purpose

Authorship and Background

Traditionally, the Gospel of John is attributed to John the son of Zebedee, one of Jesus’ closest
disciples. However, most scholars agree it was written later than the Synoptic Gospels—
possibly between 90-100 CE—and likely shaped by a Johannine community, a group of early
believers deeply devoted to understanding and following Jesus in a time of growing persecution
and synagogue expulsion.

This Gospel doesn’t name its author outright, but refers often to “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” Whether that was John himself or another close follower, the result is clear: this Gospel
is written by someone intimately connected to Jesus, spiritually and relationally.



Setting and Community

The Johannine community likely faced deep internal and external struggles. Many early
Christians were being cast out of their synagogues and questioned by both Roman and Jewish
authorities. This Gospel comes out of that tension—and offers profound comfort and identity. It
emphasizes who Jesus is, how we belong to him, and what it means to follow him when the
world misunderstands or opposes us.

John writes with bold clarity and tender compassion to a struggling people:

“These things are written so that you may believe... and by believing you may have life in his
name.” (John 20:31)

Themes and Theology
John weaves rich theological themes throughout the Gospel:

¢ Light vs. Darkness — not just as good and evil, but as revelation and mystery, faith and
fear.

¢ Belief — not a static confession, but an ongoing trust and relationship.

¢ Signs — miracles that point beyond themselves to reveal Jesus’ identity.

o “I AM” Statements — Jesus explicitly identifying himself with God, using divine language
from the Old Testament (“I am the bread of life... the light of the world... the
resurrection and the life...”).

e Love — not as emotion, but as action, sacrifice, and identity.

Overview of the Bible Study Series

This 8-session study is designed to draw participants into the Gospel of John not only as
readers, but as participants in the story. Each session centers on one key encounter or passage
and follows a simple, repeatable rhythm that fosters connection, spiritual reflection, and
practical application.

Each session includes:

e Alight-hearted illustration to disarm and open the conversation

e Acentering prayer

e A “Mind Opener” icebreaker question to draw in everyone, from longtime Bible readers
to spiritual newcomers

e A focused scripture passage, with historical and theological context and interpretation

e Guided discussion questions, divided into text-focused and life-application sections



o A wrap-up reflection to close the loop and name insights gained
o A homework assignment to carry the passage into the week

While the material is deeply rooted in Scripture, it’s written for real people—some skeptical,

some deeply devout, some uncertain about what they believe. The goal is not information
transfer. The goal is transformation.

Leading a Bible Study: What Matters Most

Leading a Bible study is sacred work—but it’s also human work. You don’t need to be an expert
in theology. What you do need is a willingness to listen, to create space for wonder, and to
make room for people to be themselves.

Here are a few important reminders:

1. You’re creating a container, not controlling a classroom.

Your role is to hold the space. That means watching the emotional temperature of the room,
encouraging quieter voices, and gently guiding things back when they drift. Think of yourself as

the shepherd of the group’s attention, not its taskmaster.

2. Vulnerability starts with you.

If you share your own wonderings, missteps, or moments of encounter, others will follow. You
don’t need to be perfect—you need to be present.

3. Let Scripture speak, and let silence stretch.
When a passage is read, pause. Let the Word hang in the air for a moment. Don’t rush into
explanation. When a question is asked, give people space to think. Trust that the Spirit moves in

the silence too.

4. Watch for grace.
Sometimes the most powerful moment isn’t a brilliant insight but a single tear, or a nod, or
someone daring to speak up for the first time. Celebrate those moments. Name them. They

matter.

5. Trust the process.



Each session is crafted to stand alone, but together they tell a story. Trust that even if a week
feels “off” or meandering, something is taking root. You may never know the full impact—and
that’s okay.

Closing Encouragement: Leading Like the Beloved Disciple

The Gospel of John was likely written by someone who described themselves not as “the
smartest” or “the most faithful,” but simply as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” What a
beautiful model for leading a Bible study.

Your strength as a leader doesn’t come from your knowledge. It comes from your willingness to
be loved by Jesus—and to help others discover that they are too.

So lead boldly. Lead gently. Lead with humor and humility and deep trust that Christ is already
present in the room, working between the lines of Scripture and the spaces between words.

You are not alone. The Word is with you.



